WELCOME TO ST. LUKE's METHODIST CHURCH

We're so glad you've joined us for worship today. Our mission is to share God’s
love and bring hope to the world. We hope you leave inspired by a message of hope
and ready to embrace life in the week ahead.
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DowNTOWN CAMPUS SERVICE OF WORSHIP
December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

8:15 and 10:50 A.M.
(tThose who are able, please stand in honor of God.)

PRELUDE arr. Ryan Murphy

Ring Those Bells
St. Luke’s Orchestra
Robert Fasol, organist
Mason Smith, conductor

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME AND (GREETING Dr. Scott Peterson

THymN MENDELSSOHN
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King, peace on earth,
and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations rise, join
the triumph of the skies; with th” angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in
Bethlehem!” Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; late in time
behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th’ incarnate Deity, pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and
life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us
second birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!”

TCALL TO WORSHIP

Jesus was born to bring peace;
the peace that comes from His presence.
He is with us through times of calm and times of struggle:
so that whatever we face,
we know that we are not alone,
for He is with us.

A CREED FOR ADVENT
As a family of faith, let us affirm our faith together.

We believe in God;

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit;
the Lord and Giver of Life.

We believe that God the Son was born and called Jesus;
He was born as a baby,



to make us all children of God.
We believe that Jesus is the Word;
He came to speak the message of God’s love;
for each one of us;
and for all of us.
We believe we are called to follow Christ;
to show kindness and mercy in all that we say and do;
to be the people we were created to be.
We believe that Jesus encourages us:
to share the message of Christmas;
Good News of a great joy for all the world.

T ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 8:15 - The Pringle Family
10:50 - The Miller Family

The season of Advent consists of the four Sundays leading to Christmas Eve. Itis a
time of anticipation and preparation, as we look forward to the birth of the Messiah.

TGLORIA PATRI MEINEKE
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

CALL TO PRAYER Rev. Dave Poteet
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

CHORAL CALL TO PRAYER
Spirit among us, shine like the star. Your light that quides shepherds and kings from afar.
Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely. Rising in the warmth of Your Son’s love.
Star unknowing of night and day, Spirit, we wait for Your loving Son.

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE

Lire AT ST. LUKE'S Rev. Wendy Lambert

* To register your attendance please text “guest” or “member” to (405) 351-4001.
* Prayer requests can be submitted by texting your request to (405) 351-4001 or a prayer
card can be dropped in the offering box.

MissioN MOMENT

DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS Dr. Robert E. Long
* Give today - text the letters SLM to the number 73256 to give on a secure website.
* Cash and checks can be placed in the offering plate or in the offering box located
outside of the Sanctuary.

OFFERTORY G.F. Handel
And the Glory of the Lord (Messiah)
St. Luke’s Choir and Orchestra
Robert Fasol, organist
Mason Smith, conductor

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.



tDoxoLoGy VENT EMMANUEL
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

1THE GOSPEL Ashleigh Robinson
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel
said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is
pleased!” (Luke 2:8 - 14)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Robert E. Long
“God is with me! I am not afraid!”
From the Sermon Series: The Most Important Gift

MusicAL REFLECTION John Jacob Niles
I Wonder As I Wander
Reid Negron, soloist
St. Luke’s Orchestra
Robert Fasol, piano/conductor
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
For poor on’ry people like you and like I. I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall, with wise men and farmers and
shepherds and all. But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, and the promise of
ages it then did recall.

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, or all
of God’s angels in heav’n to sing, He surely could have it, ‘cause He was the King.

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
For poor on’ry people like you and like I. I wonder as I as wander, out under the sky.

PRAYER OF REFLECTION Dr. Robert E. Long

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

tHymN TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM
We Are People of God’s Peace

We are people of God’s peace as a new creation. Love unites and strengthens us
at this celebration. Sons and daughters of the Lord, serving one another, a new
covenant of peace binds us all together.

We are children of God'’s peace in this new creation, spreading joy and
happiness, through God’s great salvation. Hope we bring in spirit meek, in our
daily living. Peace with everyone we seek, gratefully are giving.

We are servants of God’s peace, of the new creation. Choosing peace, we
faithfully serve with heart’s devotion. Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,
confidence will give us. Christ the Lord is our defense; Christ will never leave us.

tSENDING FORTH Dr. Robert E. Long

Peace is not the absence of conflict,
instead, it is the presence of Christ.



Whatever the circumstances, we are not alone,
for Christ is always with us.

A baby was born in Bethlehem,
that we might have the gift of peace.

tPOSTLUDE FRENCH CAROL
Ding Dong! Merrily on High
Robert Fasol, organist

—— LEADING IN WORSHIP ——

Dr. Robert E. Long
Senior Pastor

Rev. Wendy Lambert Dr. Scott Peterson
Senior Executive Pastor Pastor of Facility and Stewardship
Rev. David Poteet Ashleigh Robinson
Pastor of Congregational Care Director of Church and Community
Engagement
MUSICIANS

Robert Fasol, Organist/Choirmaster
St. Luke's Choir and Orchestra
Mason Smith, Conductor
Reid Negron, Soloist

Lighting the Advent Candle
8:15 - Miles and Andrea Pringle
Fischer and Harrison
10:50 - Matt and Emily Miller
George, Alice, and Bonnie

SERMON NOTES

Want to Join St. Luke’s?

Are you interested in joining the St. Luke’s mission to share, grow and serve? You
can join St. Luke’s on Sunday morning during Worship. Or you can text "join" to
405-351-4001. For more information about membership contact Tisha Tate Garcia at
ttategarcia@stlukesokc.org.



@) St. Luke’s

METHODIST CHURCH

MINISTERS

Dr. Robert E. Long
Senior Pastor

blong@stlukesokc.org
Rev. Wendy Lambert Rev. Josh Attaway
Senior Executive Pastor Edmond Campus Pastor
wlambert@stlukesokc.org jattaway@stlukesokc.org
Rev. David Poteet Rev. Linda Harker
Pastor of Congregational Care Pastor of Connections
dpoteet@stlukesokc.org lharker@stlukesokc.org
Rev. Keith King Dr. Scott Peterson
Pastor of Worship Pastor of Facility and Stewardship
kking@stlukesokc.org speterson@stlukesokc.org

Congregational Care Ministry

The St. Luke’s family of faith desires to extend care to you in the times of concern
and joy and all that is in-between. Prayer Cards can be found at the Welcome
Center and completed cards can be returned there. You are also welcomed to
email your prayer concerns to ccm@stlukesokc.org or you may also call 232-1371
with your prayers and concerns.

Online Worship Service

If you are unable to attend worship on any Sunday, you can join us online for our
live-stream of the Edmond Campus Services (LL at 9 a.m. and Traditional at 11
a.m.) and the Downtown Campus Traditional Service (8:15, 9:40 and 10:50 a.m.)
at stlukesokc.org/live. Live services are also available on Roku and Apple TV
apps. To install search - stlukesokc or St. Luke’s Methodist Church.

TV Programming

St. Luke’s Traditional service can be seen as an hour long television program
on KOCO channel 5 at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday morning. The program is a
week delayed.

During the Christmas season, we spend a lot of time on gifts.
MO We try to consider each person’s wants and needs, then we
shop, wrap, mail, and deliver the gifts. For all of the attention
and energy we give toward obtaining the right presents for
all the people on our lists, we usually do not spend enough
time enjoying the greatest gift. God became incarnate, taking
the form of a baby. Jesus is the gift that transforms each of us
and all of us. Join us each week as we look at how the gift of a
baby born in Bethlehem is the most important gift in history.

- One Church with Multiple Campuses -

Downtown Campus Edmond Campus Online Campus
222 NW 15th Street 900 N. Sooner Road Watch service live, chat with
OKC, OK 73103 Edmond, OK 73034 clergy, request prayer, give online
(405) 232-1371 (405) 285-2002 during every worship service

stlukesokc.org stlukesedmond.org stlukesokc.org/online
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. MOST

IMPORTANT

» MYSTERY .,
AT CHRISTMAS

You are invited to the St. Luke's All Church
Christmas Party at the Edmond Campus today and
the Downtown Campus on December 14. Enjoy
a delicious meal, a special Christmas program A
Mystery at Christmas and celebrate the ministries
of St. Luke's in 2025.

Catch up with friends during the Gathering
Hour in the Narthex starting at 4 p.m. A short
business meeting and dinner will start at 5 p.m.,
followed by A Mystery at Christmas at 6 p.m.
Tickets are required to participate in the dinner
and the Christmas Party program and are priced
at $10.

Nursery is available for children under age 5,
and children up to age 12 are invited to their own
children’s party at 5 p.m., with tickets available for
$5.

If you are unable to attend in person you can
join the celebration from the comfort of your
home, completely free of charge. Rev. Linda
Harker will be hosting a live stream at stlukesokec.
org/live from 5 p.m. on both Sundays.

Tickets can be conveniently purchased at
stlukesokc.org/events, at the Welcome Center on
Sunday mornings, or text party to (405) 351 - 4001.

Advent Devotionals
are available at the
Welcome Center, online,
and on Facebook.

ADVENT EVENTS

stlukesokc.org/Christmas

Children’s Christmas Extravaganza
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 7

A Christmas Mystery
St. Luke’s Christmas Party
Edmond - Sunday, Dec. 7

Esther Women: A Point of Grace
Concert
Downtown - Wednesday, Dec. 10

A Symphony of Christmas
Concert
Downtown - Wednesday, Dec. 10

LifeLight Christmas Concert
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 14

Children’s Christmas Musical
Edmond - Sunday, Dec. 14

A Christmas Mystery
St. Luke’s Christmas Party
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 14

Angel of Hope Worship Service
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 21

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship Services
Wednesday, Dec. 24

Downtown
Noon.- Traditional Service
2 p.m. - Traditional Service
4:30 p.m. - Family Service
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service

Edmond
11 a.m. - Family Service
4 p.m. - Family Service
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service
11 p.m. - Traditional Service

Local Television Services

10:35 p.m. - Sunday, Dec. 24
5 a.m. - Christmas Day
on KFOR News Channel 4

Online Campus (stlukesokc.org)
All Services are available online



A SYMPHONY OF CHRISTMAS | DOWNTOWN
/ CAMPUS Wednesday, December 10 at 7 p.m.

g T s Get into the Christmas spirit by attending this year’s

L’Jﬁh in*’ﬂm&i Christmas Concert — A Syﬁnpho)r/wy of Chrigcmas |)r/1 the

Downtown Campus Sanctuary. This incredible night will

feature the St. Luke’s Choir and Orchestra, with special

guests, and the St. Luke’s Children’s Choir. It's going to be a wonderful Christmas time!
A Holiday Reception hosted by the Hospitality Team will follow in the Narthex.

LIFELIGHT CHRISTMAS WORSHIP CONCERT
Sunday, December 14 at 9:30 a.m.

The LifeLight Band will have a Christmas Concert
during the Downtown Campus LifeLight Service that
begins at 9:30 a.m.! Opening with the ever favorite,
Carol of the Bells performed by our talented LifeLight
Band, the concert will feature contemporary Christmas favorites. Dr. Long will be
preaching during this service as well. Come early for a great seat.

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL | EDMOND
CAMPUS Sunday, December 14 at 3 p.m.
Enjoy an uplifting musical called “Star Search” about
a humble star named Bob, who shines his light
big and bright for the arrival of baby Jesus! All are
o ] welcome to attend the performance at the Edmond
Campus on Sunday, December 14 at 3 p.m. Afterwards, celebrate with milk and
cookies at a reception and visit with a “special guest.”

LFELIGHT
2024
WORSHIP COMCERT

r

ANGEL OF HOPE WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday, December 21 at 5 p.m.

You are invited to this special service and encouraged

o to invite others who might find comfort and strength
Angel of ﬁ-_,j.... Basuivn in sharing faith and hope together. There will be

= special music and a short message of hope from the
Rev. Dave Poteet. At the end of the service family members are invited to place a
rose at the base of the Angel of Hope sculpture in memory of their loved one.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Each year, the St. Luke's family of faith joins together
in a special, second-mile offering. 100% of the funds
raised will be used to bless the lives of others through
ministries and missions supported by St. Luke’s.
: Simply text “SLM Christmas” to 73256 and follow the
links to donate to the Christmas Offering. Donations can be made during service or
by contacting the Finance Department at (405) 232-1371

POINSETTIA SALE

There is a special way to honor and remember loved
ones and special people in your life this Advent
season. Donate a Christmas poinsettia for $25 each.
These beautiful flowers are a symbol of the holidays
and are a part of our beautifully decorated campuses
throughout the holiday season. Order forms are
available at the Welcome Center or you can easily place your order online by
December 15 at stlukesokc.org/Christmas.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Enjoy the magic of a Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at St. Luke's! All services will end with
everyone lighting candles as we sing Silent Night.
The Downtown Campus services are at Noon, 2 p.m.,
4:30, and 6:30 p.m. (sermons by Dr. Bob Long). The
Edmond Campus will have Family Services at 11 and 4 p.m. (sermons by Rev. Josh
Attaway) and two Traditional Services at 6:30 and 11 p.m. (sermons by Dr. Bob Long).
If you can’t experience Christmas Eve in person, join the Online Campus for one of the
services that will be live streamed. For details, visit stlukesokc.org/christmas.




<p St. Luke’s

METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing God’s Love and Bringing Hope to the World

The mission of St. Luke’s is to share God's love and bring hope to the world.
We accomplish that by sharing the message of Christ, growing in
our faith, and serving the community.

HELPFUL INFORMATION

® Register your attendance by texting guest or member to (405) 351-4001.

* Prayer requests can be submitted via text message or dropped in the offering box.
* Give today - text the letters SLM to the number 73256 to give on a secure website.
* Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.

* Alive feed of the service is available for parents with active or tearful children.

* A Hospitality Team member is at the Welcome Center to help.

ADVENT AT ST. LUKE’S

For more information go to stlukesokc.org/Christmas

ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY

You're invited to the St. Luke’s All Church Christmas Party today at the Edmond
Campus or December 14 at the Downtown Campus. Enjoy a delightful dinner and
entertainment that will spotlight the ministries of St. Luke’s in 2025. Catch up with
friends during The Gathering Hour in the Narthex starting at 4 p.m. A short business
meeting and dinner will start at 5 p.m. followed by A Mystery at Christmas at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and are available at stlukesokc.org/events. Nursery is available for
children under age 5, and children up to age 12 are invited to their own children’s
party at 5 p.m., and tickets are $5. If you can't attend in person the events will be
broadcast live at stlukesokc.org/live.

BLIZZARD BOXES

Become a blessing to homebound seniors by packing and delivering a Blizzard Box
to them before Christmas. Blizzard Boxes are filled with shelf-stable food for seniors
to have in case bad weather keeps our Meals on Wheels drivers from getting out on
the road. Look for these boxes in the Narthex. Pick up as many as you would like,
fill them with the food items listed, then deliver those Blizzard Boxes to the clients
whose addresses are on the label.

MISSION TREE

Visit the Mission Tree located in the Gallery to make a difference for children in need
this Christmas. Simply choose an ornament from the Mission Tree and return the gifts
in the drop boxes located around campus.This year we are working with Coat-A-Kid
program to supply coats for students in Oklahoma City Schools. They are needing
$25 donations to help purchase the coats. You can donate to support the Coat-A-Kid
program or the Mission Trees by texting “SLM Trees” to 73256.

OPEN HEARTS COMMUNITY GROUP | TODAY | 12:15 P.M.

The St. Luke’'s Open Hearts Community Group is for members of the LGBTQ
community to grow in their faith. Their next meeting is today at 12:15 at the
Downtown Campus in the Mansion Library, with lunch being provided. Contact Rev.
Wendy Lambert, wlambert@stlukesokc.org, for more details.

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA | TODAY | 12:30 P.M.

The Children’s and Youth choirs will be celebrating the Advent season with songs
and videos. Beginning at 12:30 p.m. today, you're invited to enjoy a light lunch and
then enjoy the concert in the CLC. After the concert, there will be a visit by a very
special friend! You won't want to miss this Christmas fun!

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

Each year, the St. Luke’s family of faith joins together in a special, second-mile
offering. 100% of the funds raised will be used to bless the lives of others through
ministries and missions supported by St. Luke’s. Simply text “SLM Christmas” to
73256 and follow the links to donate to the Christmas Offering. Donations can be
made during service or by contacting the Finance Department at (405) 232-1371.



ESTHER WOMEN | POINT OF GRACE | DECEMBER 10

Esther Women invites you to an unforgettable holiday experience on December 10
at 11:30 a.m. at the Downtown Campus. This concert features Point of Grace — one
of the most celebrated groups in Christian music! Enjoy this amazing concert and a
holiday reception that follows. Esther Women Season Passes include concert entry,
plus one guest ticket. Tickets are $25 per person, available at stlukesokc.org/events.

JESSE TREE

Bring the true spirit of Christmas into your home with a Jesse Tree, based on the
prophecy of Jesus from Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots, a Branch will bear fruit.” The Jesse Tree kit comes with a guide and
24 wooden ornaments (tree not included), available for purchase at Threefold for
$20, or order online at stlukesokc.org/Christmas and it ships directly to you for an

additional $5.

PICK UP YOUR ADVENT DEVOTIONAL TODAY

The St. Luke’s staff writes Daily Devotionals throughout the year, but we printa devotional
booklet for Advent. You can grow in faith and prepare your heart for Christmas this
Advent season with the Daily Devotionals. Devotional Booklets are available at the
Welcome Centers at each campus, or you can read them online, on Facebook, or sign
up for the Daily Devotional Email.

VOLUNTEER FOR THE CHRISTMAS PARTY AT EL SISTEMA | DECEMBER 11
Help to bring joy to the students of El Sistema! Volunteer for a Christmas party on
Thursday, December 11 from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 1001 NW
25th Street in Oklahoma City. There will be refreshments, games, and holiday crafts!
Sign up online at stlukesokc.org/events or contact Lori Hall at lhall@stlukesokc.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY | GRADES 6 - 12

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRESSIVE DINNER | TODAY

Celebrate the holidays with the annual progressive dinner on Sunday, December 7,
from 5 - 8 p.m. Students in grades 6-12 will be divided into different groups and visit
various homes in the neighborhood for an appetizer, main course, and dessert. For more
information, contact Amy Givens at agivens@stlukesokc.org.

YOUTH LUNCH BUNCH | DECEMBER 14

Youth Lunch Bunch is meeting after church on Sunday, December 14 from 12:15 -
2:30 p.m., and all 6th-12th grade students will head out together for a delicious lunch!
Bring money for food, but if it's your first time at Lunch Bunch, we'll pay for your
meal! For more details about any of the Youth events, please contact Amy Givens at
agivens@stlukesokc.org



