Downtown Campus LifeLight Worship

December 4, 2022

Welcome to St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. We’re so glad you’ve joined us for worship this
morning. Our mission is to share God’s love and bring hope to the world. We hope you leave here
today inspired by a message of hope and ready to embrace life in the week ahead.
Prelude
Boogie, Boogie Santa Claus

LifeLight Band

Time of Praise
Christmas Day
More Than Meets the Eye

LifeLight Band

Anthony and Suzanne Ritchal
Olivia, Ellie, and Gwen
The season of Advent consists of the four Sundays leading to Christmas Eve. It is a time of
anticipation and preparation, as we look forward to the birth of the Messiah.

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Life at St. Luke’s
Rev. Wendy Lambert
To register your attendance please text “guest” or “member” to (405) 351-4001.
Prayer requests can be submitted by texting your request to (405) 351-4001
or a prayer card can be dropped in the offering box.
Mission Moment
Dedication of Tithes and Offering
Rev. Wendy Lambert
Give today - text the letters STL to the number 73256 to give on a secure website.
Offertory
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

LifeLight Band

The Gospel
Rev. Wendy Lambert
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division
of Abijah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And
they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were
advanced in years. Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was
on duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple
of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside
at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the
right side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell
upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer is heard,
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; or he will be great before the Lord,
and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even
from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God,
and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord
a people prepared.” And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who
stand in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good
news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things
come to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.”
And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they wondered at his delay in the temple.
And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived that he had seen
a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them and remained dumb. And when his time
of service was ended, he went to his home. (Luke 1:1 - 23)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dr. Bob Long

The Message
Confronting the Past to Face the Future
From the Sermon Series: God Bless Us, Every One!
Invitation
Go Tell It on the Mountain

Rev. Keith King
LifeLight Band

Sending Forth   

Rev. Keith King

Leading in Worship
Dr. Bob Long
Senior Pastor

Mervin Tay
Music Director and Composer

Rev. Wendy Lambert
Senior Executive Pastor

Kelsey Paul
Worship Leader

Rev. Keith King
Pastor of Worship

LifeLight Band

Throughout the season of Advent we encounter the message of Christmas.
In shopping venues, social media posts, and movies we hear the message
of Good News. In the story, A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens used the
spirits to collectively share a message of how Ebenezer Scrooge could live a
joy-filled meaningful life. In scripture, angelic messengers spoke to Zechariah,
Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, and wise men of good news of a great joy that
had come. Listen for the message of joy this Christmas and join us as we
proclaim, “God bless us, every one!”
Want to Join St. Luke’s?
Are you interested in joining the St. Luke’s mission to share, grow and serve? You can join St. Luke’s
on Sunday morning during Worship. For more information about membership contact Tisha Tate
Garcia, Hospitality Coordinator, at ttategarcia@stlukesokc.org.

St. Luke’s Clergy
Dr. Robert E. Long
Senior Pastor
blong@stlukesokc.org
Rev. Wendy Lambert
Senior Executive Pastor
wlambert@stlukesokc.org
Rev. Dave Poteet
Pastor of Congregational Care
dpoteet@stlukesokc.org

Rev. Josh Attaway
Edmond Campus Pastor
jattaway@stlukesokc.org
Rev. Keith King
Pastor of Worship
kking@stlukesokc.org

Rev. Linda Harker
Online Campus Pastor
lharker@stlukesokc.org

One Church with Multiple Campuses
Downtown Campus
222 NW 15th Street
OKC, OK 73103
(405) 232-1371
stlukesokc.org

Edmond Campus
900 N. Sooner Road
Edmond, OK 73034
(405) 285-2002
stlukesedmond.org

Online Campus
Watch service live, chat with clergy,
request prayer, give online during
every worship service
stlukesokc.org/online

ADVENT EVENTS
stlukesokc.org/Christmas
Children’s Christmas Musicals
Downtown - Today at 3 p.m.
Edmond - Sunday, Dec. 11

LIVE, from Oklahoma City, it’s THE NOT SO
LATE SHOW, starring Bob Long! You’re invited to
the St. Luke’s All Church Christmas Party.
Enjoy a delicious dinner and live talk show that
will highlight 2022 with music, videos, and guests.
The Gathering Hour begins at 4 p.m. in the Narthex,
followed by dinner and show taping at 5 p.m.
Tickets needed to attend dinner and live taping are
$10 for admission. Children will have their own party
starting at 5 p.m. and tickets are $5. Tickets can be
through the link below or in Threefold.
St. Luke’s Christmas Party at the Edmond Campus
is tonight and at the Downtown Campus, on December
11. Both campuses will enjoy the same presentation.
with the Downtown Campus conducting the Annual
Business Meeting before the presentation. Both
presentations will be streamed at 5:45 p.m. for those
who cannot attend in person.
Tickets for all events can be purchased at Threefold
or online at stlukesokc.org/NotSoLateShow.

Advent Devotionals
are available at the
Welcome Center, online,
and on Facebook.

The Not So Late Show
St. Luke’s Christmas Party
Edmond - Sunday, Dec. 4
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 11
Worship Christmas Concert
Edmond - Sunday, Dec 11
A Wonderful Christmas Time
Christmas Concert
Downtown - Wednesday, Dec. 7
LifeLight Christmas Concert
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 18
Angel of Hope Service
Worship Service
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 18
Dinner with Love
Downtown - Friday, Dec. 23
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship Services
Saturday, Dec. 24
Downtown
2:30 p.m. - Traditional Service
4:30 p.m. - Family Service
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service
Edmond
2 p.m. - Family Service
4 p.m. - Family Service
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service
11 p.m. - Traditional Service
Local Television Services
10:30 p.m. on News Channel 4
Christmas Day Worship
10:30 a.m. Downtown
11 a.m. Edmond

CHRISTMAS WITH THE ANNIE MOSES BAND
Kick off the last week before Christmas with the Annie Moses
Band presented by Esther Women. Trained as classical
musicians at Juilliard, the group changed direction to create
their own unique Nashville musical sound that includes string
instruments, singing, and creative arrangements that make up a 10-piece band.
The concert will be held on Monday, December 19, at 11:30 a.m. in the Downtown
Campus Sanctuary. Tickets are $20 if you are not a member of Esther Women and
can be purchased online at estherwomenokc.org. A holiday reception will follow the
concert for everyone in the CLC.
ANGEL OF HOPE WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, December 18 at 5 p.m.
You are invited to this special service and encouraged to
invite others who might find comfort and strength in sharing
faith and hope together. There will be special music and a
short message of hope from the Rev. Dave Poteet. At the end of the service family
members are invited to place a rose at the base of the Angel of Hope sculpture in
memory of their loved one.
POINSETTIA SALE
Recognize a loved one by purchasing a Christmas Poinsettia
that will decorate the worship spaces at St. Luke’s campuses.
Whether your poinsettia honors someone or is in memory
of them, it will add to the beauty of our worship experience
at St. Luke’s. You can pick up your poinsettia following the Christmas Eve service.
Place your order online at stlukesokc.org/Christmas or at the Welcome Center The
cost is $20 each. Deadline December 12.
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Each year, the St. Luke’s family of faith joins together in a
special, second-mile offering. 100% of the funds raised will
be used to bless the lives of others through ministries and
missions supported by St. Luke’s. Simply text “STL Christmas”
to 73256 and follow the links to donate to the Christmas Offering. Donations can
be made during service or by contacting the Finance Department at (405) 232-1371

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES
There’s nothing like the Candlelight Worship Service on Christmas Eve at St. Luke’s.
Join us on December 24 for any of the following services (Nursery available):
Downtown Campus
2:30 - Traditional Service sermon by Dr. Bob Long
4:30 - Family Service sermon by Dr. Bob Long
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service sermon by Dr. Bob Long
Edmond Campus
2 p.m. - Family Service sermon by Rev. Josh Attaway
4 p.m. - Family Service sermon by Rev. Josh Attaway
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service video sermon by Dr. Bob Long
11 p.m. - Traditional Service video sermon by Dr. Bob Long
Online Campus (stlukesokc.org)
2 p.m. - Live from Edmond Campus sermon by Rev. Josh Attaway
4:30 p.m. - Live from the Downtown Campus sermon by Dr. Bob Long
6:30 p.m. - Live from the Downtown Campus sermon by Dr. Bob Long
Television Christmas Eve Worship Special
10:30 p.m. on News Channel 4

Sharing God’s Love and Bringing Hope to the World
The mission of St. Luke’s is to share God’s love and bring hope to the world.
We accomplish that by sharing the message of Christ, growing in
our faith, and serving the community.

H E L P F U L I N F O R M AT I O N
•
•
•
•
•
•

Register your attendance by texting guest or member to (405) 351-4001.
Prayer requests can be submitted via text message or dropped in the offering box.
Give today - text the letters STL to the number 73256 to give on a secure website.
Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.
A live feed of the service is available for parents with active or tearful children.
A Hospitality Team member is at the Welcome Center to help.

MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY TODAY
Have you thought about becoming a member of St. Luke’s? You and your family can
join in a more private setting today. Stop by the Mansion Chapel between 9 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m. where a St. Luke’s pastor will be available to answer any questions
you have about St. Luke’s and welcome you into membership. If you are not able to
attend in person but are wanting to join St. Luke’s, you can text “Join” to (405) 3514001 anytime to set up a time for your private joining moment.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL TODAY
Everyone is invited to this year’s Children’s Christmas Musical - “The Secret of
Snowflake County” today at 3 p.m. in the Christian Life Center. The children have
been working extremely hard on this production and we’d love to see your support
for them. A Cookie and Milk reception will follow with a special guest appearance!
Families will have lots of opportunities to take photos and create fun memories.
A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS TIME ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Get into the Christmas spirit by attending this year’s Christmas Concert - A Wonderful
Christmas Time on December 7 at 7 p.m. in the Downtown Campus Sanctuary. This
incredible night will feature the St. Luke’s Choir and Orchestra, with special guests
and the St. Luke’s Children’s Choir. It’s going to be a wonderful Christmas time!
VISIT THE ADVENT KIOSKS
This year, the Advent Kiosks are where you can pick up the Advent Devotionals,
the 2022 St. Luke’s Christmas Ornament, and the replacement candles for your
Advent Wreath. The Kiosks are located in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall and the CLC
Welcome Center. Be sure to stop by today to get your family ready for the Advent
Season. You can go online - stlukesokc.org/Christmas for easy access to all of the St.
Luke’s Advent information.
• ADVENT DEVOTIONALS - This year’s Advent Sermon Series is God Bless Us,
Every One! Each day, you can read a meaningful devotional written by members
of the St. Luke’s staff. Can’t pick up a copy? You can find it on our website or our
Facebook page.
• ST. LUKE’S CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT - Be sure to save a spot on your tree for
the St. Luke’s 2022 Christmas Ornament. This new ornament is available to pick
up today at the Welcome Center.
• ADVENT CANDLE REPLACEMENTS - For those who have a St. Luke’s Advent
Wreath, there are candle replacements available for pick up in the Narthex.
• ADVENT WREATH GUIDE - To help guide you as you celebrate the birth of
Christ with your Advent Wreath, there is a printed guide that is available for pick
up at the Kiosk.

MISSION TREES
Bless a student’s life this Christmas season by purchasing new books for PreK - 4th grade
students at Coolidge Elementary in OKC and Will Rogers Elementary in Edmond. We
support these students through Reading Buddies and our goal is to provide each
student a new book for Christmas. There is also an opportunity to support the El
Sistema students by purchasing gloves, socks. You can stop by the Mission Tree in the
Gallery to pick up a Mission Tree Tag, purchase an age-appropriate book and return it
to the drop boxes by December 13. You can also purchase directly from our Amazon
Wish List at stlukesokc.org/missiontrees and have the order sent directly to the church.
The books will be delivered to the schools during the week of December 14.
BLIZZARD BOXES FOR MEALS ON WHEELS CLIENTS
Over 550 boxes were picked up by our family of faith! There are still a few boxes to
pick up! The boxes are ready for you in the Narthex. If you have picked up a Blizzard
Box, be sure to deliver it soon. The Meals on Wheels clients depend on those boxes
to have peace of mind in case bad weather shuts down the roads this winter. Thank you
for your generosity and support.
NEW WOMEN OF FAITH BIBLE STUDY
Ladies are invited to explore The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in
Advent by Susan Robb. This study explores the angelic visits surrounding the birth
of Jesus with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds in a four-week Advent
experience. This study meets every Thursday at the Mansion Library from noon to 1
p.m. (through December 15).Lunch will be served for $5/person at 11:45 a.m. There
is a Zoom option at stlukesokc.org/faithzoom.
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH UNIT MEETING
The United Women in Faith (UWF) invites you to their Unit Meeting on Saturday,
December 3, at 10 a.m. in Watchorn Chapel. There will be a short business meeting
to vote on officers and budget items for 2023. Following the business meeting,
Dr. Hayden Coie, from St. Luke’s, will discuss his doctorate dissertation on the first
Cherokee to receive acclaim as a composer, Jack Frederick Kilpatrick. Hayden will
be treating us to some of the Kilpatrick pieces. A UWF holiday reception will follow
in the Parlor with treats and fellowship. A World Thanks Offering collection box will
be available with all funds going to missions.

Y O U T H M I N I S T RY
YOUTH PROGRESSIVE DINNER
All youth are invited to celebrate the holidays with good friends and delicious food!
On Sunday, December 4, from 5 - 8 p.m., 6th - 12th grade students are welcome to
join the Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner. We will meet at the church, divide into
groups, and travel to different homes of church members and youth families in the
neighborhood for dinner. Then we will all meet together for dessert!
YOUTH SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIPS
High School students will take a trip to Washington DC on March 11 - 17. A $200
deposit is due by December 8, with the remaining balance due in February. Middle
School students are heading to Branson from March 12 - 15. A $100 deposit is due
by January 8 and the remaining balance due in March. Email Amy Givens for details
at agivens@stlukesokc.org.
LUNCH BUNCH
Youth, bring your appetite and join the Youth Lunch Bunch for a fun afternoon! We
will meet in the Youth Room after church on Sunday, December 11, at 12:15 and we’ll
head out to a restaurant for a delicious lunch. All middle and high school students
are invited. Don’t forget to bring money for food, but if it’s your first time with the
Lunch Bunch, your meal is on us! We should be finished by

