
I really don't want much for Christmas, maybe just peace.  While You're listening, it 
couldn't hurt, and might be nice, what the season brings could last beyond one Silent 
Night.  
I really don't want much for Christmas, no hunger's high upon my wish list.  No fancy 
toys, please give instead a roof above each homeless child's head.  It's all so grand and 
jolly, we deck the hall with boughs of holly, yuletide carols and cozy fires, somewhere 
there's no rejoicing.  
I really don't want much for Christmas, You could lose hate and I'd be blissful.  Make 
all the madness disappear.  That's it for what I wish.  No diamond studded gifts, I really 
don't want much this year but love.

invitation to Christian disCiPleshiP                 

†hymn 238                                                                                         GLORIA

Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the 
mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the 
gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; come, adore 
on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
See Him in the manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, 
lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

†sending forth                                                                      Dr. Robert E. Long
Sing to the Lord, all the earth and praise His holy Name!
Share the good news that Jesus is born in Bethlehem!
There is joy for the world;
the Savior reigns!

Postlude                                                                                    arr. Bradley Knight
Glory to God in the Highest

St. Luke's Orchestra
Robert Fasol, organist

Eric Bradford, conductor
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Prelude                                                                                           arr. Dan Forrest
Angels from the Realms of Glory

St. Luke's Orchestra
Robert Fasol, organist

Eric Bradford, conductor

ringing of the Bells 

†hymn 213                                                                                          TRURO

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits; the King of 
kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart from earthly 
use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to Thee we open wide; let us Thy 
inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in us reveal. 
Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; eternal praise, 
eternal fame be offered, Savior, to Thy name! 

†Call to WorshiP                                            Rev. Wendy Lambert
Come before the Lord with gladness!
There is good news of a great joy!
Let the earth cry out with singing
 and let our voices proclaim:
 that Jesus Christ is born
 and the Savior reigns!

†gloria Patri                                                                                                     MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

advent Candle lighting
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  (Luke 2:8 - 12)

(All Sing)   Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat 
the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Call to Prayer                                                                     Rev. David Poteet
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Choral Call to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

the lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Choral resPonse

anthem                                                                              arr. Barlow Bradford
Carol of the Bells

Chancel Choir and Orchestra
Robert Fasol, piano

Eric Bradford, conductor
Hark! How the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.  Ding, dong, ding, dong, 
that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling.
One seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the air, O, how they 
pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale. Gayly they ring while 
people sing songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!
Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas! Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas! On, on 
they send, on without end, their joyful tone to every home.
Hark! How the bells, sweet silver bells,  all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.  Ding, dong, ding, dong, 
that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling.
One seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the air, O, how they 
pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale. Ding, dong, ding, dong. 
On, on they send, on without end, their joyful tone to every home.  
Hark!  How the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold. Ding, dong, ding, dong. 
With joyful ringing, one seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the 
air, O, how they pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale.  Gayly they 
ring while people sing songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!  Ringing, ringing, ringing, 
ringing, bring Christmas joy!  Christmas joy!  Christmas joy! 

life at st. luke’s                                                                 Rev. Phil Greenwald

mission moment                                                        Food Ministries

dediCation of tithes and offerings                         Dr. Robert E. Long

offertory                                                                                    arr. Dave Maddux
Joy

Cantate Chamber Choir
Selena Gilliam, soloist

Robert Fasol, piano/conductor
Joy, joy, God's great joy!  Joy, joy, down in my soul.  Sweet, beautiful, soul saving joy!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Listen to the music, the sound of the angels!  Come and see the Child who can make you 
whole, lying in a manger, away from harm and danger!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
Oh Joy, joy in my soul! Joy, joy, God's great joy!  Joy, joy, down in my soul.  
Sweet, beautiful, soul saving joy!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
He's sent from up above, this special gift of love; more precious that silver or gold.  He was 
sent this holiday to take our pain away.  Oh joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
Go tell it on the mountain, Shout it from the valley! Tell them of the baby in swaddling 
clothes!  Ev'ry single nation come join the celebration!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul! 
Joy to the world!  For the Lord, the Lord is come. Let earth receive Her king! Let every 
heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing!  
Go tell of His glory!  Go shout the new story!  Let heaven, let, heaven and nature ... 
Joy to the world!  For the Lord, the Lord is come. Let earth receive Her king!  While fields 
and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy! Go tell 
of His glory!  Go shout the new story!  Let heaven, let, heaven and nature sing!

Let heaven, let, let heaven and nature sing! Sing with heaven and nature, joy to the world!

†doxology                                                                               VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

†sCriPture reading                                              Rev. David Poteet
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!  Let the 
floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, for he 
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 
peoples with equity. (Psalm 98:7 - 9)

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8 - 12)
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                                            Dr. Robert E. Long
Something to Sing About

From the Sermon Series: Prepare Him Room

musiCal refleCtion                                                              Jeremy Lubbock
I Really Don't Want Much for Christmas

Jay Buxton, soloist 
St. Luke's Orchestra
Robert Fasol, piano

Eric Bradford, conductor

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
(†Those who are able, please stand in honor of God.)

WelCome to st. luke’s united methodist ChurCh 
We’re so glad you’ve joined us for worship this morning. Our mission is to share 
God’s love and bring hope to the world. We hope you leave here today inspired by 
a message of hope and ready to embrace life in the week ahead.

Hymnals, Bibles, large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices 
are available in the Narthex.

Children’s Ministry is available during the worship service for infants - 5th grade.
Parents with active or tearful children can watch a live feed of the service in the 

Watchorn Chapel. A children’s activity bag is also available in the Narthex.
A Hospitality Team member is at the Welcome Center to help.

Let every heart prepare him room...



Prelude                                                                                           arr. Dan Forrest
Angels from the Realms of Glory

St. Luke's Orchestra
Robert Fasol, organist

Eric Bradford, conductor

ringing of the Bells 

†hymn 213                                                                                          TRURO

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits; the King of 
kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart from earthly 
use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to Thee we open wide; let us Thy 
inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in us reveal. 
Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; eternal praise, 
eternal fame be offered, Savior, to Thy name! 

†Call to WorshiP                                            Rev. Wendy Lambert
Come before the Lord with gladness!
There is good news of a great joy!
Let the earth cry out with singing
 and let our voices proclaim:
 that Jesus Christ is born
 and the Savior reigns!

†gloria Patri                                                                                                     MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

advent Candle lighting
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  (Luke 2:8 - 12)

(All Sing)   Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat 
the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Call to Prayer                                                                     Rev. David Poteet
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Choral Call to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

the lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Choral resPonse

anthem                                                                              arr. Barlow Bradford
Carol of the Bells

Chancel Choir and Orchestra
Robert Fasol, piano

Eric Bradford, conductor
Hark! How the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.  Ding, dong, ding, dong, 
that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling.
One seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the air, O, how they 
pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale. Gayly they ring while 
people sing songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!
Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas! Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas! On, on 
they send, on without end, their joyful tone to every home.
Hark! How the bells, sweet silver bells,  all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.  Ding, dong, ding, dong, 
that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling.
One seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the air, O, how they 
pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale. Ding, dong, ding, dong. 
On, on they send, on without end, their joyful tone to every home.  
Hark!  How the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold. Ding, dong, ding, dong. 
With joyful ringing, one seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the 
air, O, how they pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale.  Gayly they 
ring while people sing songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!  Ringing, ringing, ringing, 
ringing, bring Christmas joy!  Christmas joy!  Christmas joy! 

life at st. luke’s                                                                 Rev. Phil Greenwald

mission moment                                                        Food Ministries

dediCation of tithes and offerings                         Dr. Robert E. Long

offertory                                                                                    arr. Dave Maddux
Joy

Cantate Chamber Choir
Selena Gilliam, soloist

Robert Fasol, piano/conductor
Joy, joy, God's great joy!  Joy, joy, down in my soul.  Sweet, beautiful, soul saving joy!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Listen to the music, the sound of the angels!  Come and see the Child who can make you 
whole, lying in a manger, away from harm and danger!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
Oh Joy, joy in my soul! Joy, joy, God's great joy!  Joy, joy, down in my soul.  
Sweet, beautiful, soul saving joy!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
He's sent from up above, this special gift of love; more precious that silver or gold.  He was 
sent this holiday to take our pain away.  Oh joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
Go tell it on the mountain, Shout it from the valley! Tell them of the baby in swaddling 
clothes!  Ev'ry single nation come join the celebration!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul! 
Joy to the world!  For the Lord, the Lord is come. Let earth receive Her king! Let every 
heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing!  
Go tell of His glory!  Go shout the new story!  Let heaven, let, heaven and nature ... 
Joy to the world!  For the Lord, the Lord is come. Let earth receive Her king!  While fields 
and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy! Go tell 
of His glory!  Go shout the new story!  Let heaven, let, heaven and nature sing!

Let heaven, let, let heaven and nature sing! Sing with heaven and nature, joy to the world!

†doxology                                                                               VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

†sCriPture reading                                              Rev. David Poteet
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!  Let the 
floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, for he 
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 
peoples with equity. (Psalm 98:7 - 9)

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8 - 12)
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                                            Dr. Robert E. Long
Something to Sing About

From the Sermon Series: Prepare Him Room

musiCal refleCtion                                                              Jeremy Lubbock
I Really Don't Want Much for Christmas

Jay Buxton, soloist 
St. Luke's Orchestra
Robert Fasol, piano

Eric Bradford, conductor

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
(†Those who are able, please stand in honor of God.)

WelCome to st. luke’s united methodist ChurCh 
We’re so glad you’ve joined us for worship this morning. Our mission is to share 
God’s love and bring hope to the world. We hope you leave here today inspired by 
a message of hope and ready to embrace life in the week ahead.

Hymnals, Bibles, large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices 
are available in the Narthex.

Children’s Ministry is available during the worship service for infants - 5th grade.
Parents with active or tearful children can watch a live feed of the service in the 

Watchorn Chapel. A children’s activity bag is also available in the Narthex.
A Hospitality Team member is at the Welcome Center to help.

Let every heart prepare him room...



Prelude                                                                                           arr. Dan Forrest
Angels from the Realms of Glory

St. Luke's Orchestra
Robert Fasol, organist

Eric Bradford, conductor

ringing of the Bells 

†hymn 213                                                                                          TRURO

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits; the King of 
kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart from earthly 
use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to Thee we open wide; let us Thy 
inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in us reveal. 
Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; eternal praise, 
eternal fame be offered, Savior, to Thy name! 

†Call to WorshiP                                            Rev. Wendy Lambert
Come before the Lord with gladness!
There is good news of a great joy!
Let the earth cry out with singing
 and let our voices proclaim:
 that Jesus Christ is born
 and the Savior reigns!

†gloria Patri                                                                                                     MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

advent Candle lighting
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  (Luke 2:8 - 12)

(All Sing)   Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat 
the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Call to Prayer                                                                     Rev. David Poteet
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Choral Call to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

the lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Choral resPonse

anthem                                                                              arr. Barlow Bradford
Carol of the Bells

Chancel Choir and Orchestra
Robert Fasol, piano

Eric Bradford, conductor
Hark! How the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.  Ding, dong, ding, dong, 
that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling.
One seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the air, O, how they 
pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale. Gayly they ring while 
people sing songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!
Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas! Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas! On, on 
they send, on without end, their joyful tone to every home.
Hark! How the bells, sweet silver bells,  all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.  Ding, dong, ding, dong, 
that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling.
One seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the air, O, how they 
pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale. Ding, dong, ding, dong. 
On, on they send, on without end, their joyful tone to every home.  
Hark!  How the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away.  Christmas is 
here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold. Ding, dong, ding, dong. 
With joyful ringing, one seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere, filling the 
air, O, how they pound, raising the sound, o'er hill and dale telling their tale.  Gayly they 
ring while people sing songs of good cheer, Christmas is here!  Ringing, ringing, ringing, 
ringing, bring Christmas joy!  Christmas joy!  Christmas joy! 

life at st. luke’s                                                                 Rev. Phil Greenwald

mission moment                                                        Food Ministries

dediCation of tithes and offerings                         Dr. Robert E. Long

offertory                                                                                    arr. Dave Maddux
Joy

Cantate Chamber Choir
Selena Gilliam, soloist

Robert Fasol, piano/conductor
Joy, joy, God's great joy!  Joy, joy, down in my soul.  Sweet, beautiful, soul saving joy!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Listen to the music, the sound of the angels!  Come and see the Child who can make you 
whole, lying in a manger, away from harm and danger!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
Oh Joy, joy in my soul! Joy, joy, God's great joy!  Joy, joy, down in my soul.  
Sweet, beautiful, soul saving joy!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
He's sent from up above, this special gift of love; more precious that silver or gold.  He was 
sent this holiday to take our pain away.  Oh joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!
Go tell it on the mountain, Shout it from the valley! Tell them of the baby in swaddling 
clothes!  Ev'ry single nation come join the celebration!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  
Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul!  Oh, joy, joy in my soul! 
Joy to the world!  For the Lord, the Lord is come. Let earth receive Her king! Let every 
heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing!  
Go tell of His glory!  Go shout the new story!  Let heaven, let, heaven and nature ... 
Joy to the world!  For the Lord, the Lord is come. Let earth receive Her king!  While fields 
and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy! Go tell 
of His glory!  Go shout the new story!  Let heaven, let, heaven and nature sing!

Let heaven, let, let heaven and nature sing! Sing with heaven and nature, joy to the world!

†doxology                                                                               VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

†sCriPture reading                                              Rev. David Poteet
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!  Let the 
floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, for he 
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 
peoples with equity. (Psalm 98:7 - 9)

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8 - 12)
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                                            Dr. Robert E. Long
Something to Sing About

From the Sermon Series: Prepare Him Room

musiCal refleCtion                                                              Jeremy Lubbock
I Really Don't Want Much for Christmas

Jay Buxton, soloist 
St. Luke's Orchestra
Robert Fasol, piano

Eric Bradford, conductor

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
(†Those who are able, please stand in honor of God.)

WelCome to st. luke’s united methodist ChurCh 
We’re so glad you’ve joined us for worship this morning. Our mission is to share 
God’s love and bring hope to the world. We hope you leave here today inspired by 
a message of hope and ready to embrace life in the week ahead.

Hymnals, Bibles, large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices 
are available in the Narthex.

Children’s Ministry is available during the worship service for infants - 5th grade.
Parents with active or tearful children can watch a live feed of the service in the 

Watchorn Chapel. A children’s activity bag is also available in the Narthex.
A Hospitality Team member is at the Welcome Center to help.

Let every heart prepare him room...



I really don't want much for Christmas, maybe just peace.  While You're listening, it 
couldn't hurt, and might be nice, what the season brings could last beyond one Silent 
Night.  
I really don't want much for Christmas, no hunger's high upon my wish list.  No fancy 
toys, please give instead a roof above each homeless child's head.  It's all so grand and 
jolly, we deck the hall with boughs of holly, yuletide carols and cozy fires, somewhere 
there's no rejoicing.  
I really don't want much for Christmas, You could lose hate and I'd be blissful.  Make 
all the madness disappear.  That's it for what I wish.  No diamond studded gifts, I really 
don't want much this year but love.

invitation to Christian disCiPleshiP                 

†hymn 238                                                                                         GLORIA

Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the 
mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the 
gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; come, adore 
on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
See Him in the manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, 
lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

†sending forth                                                                      Dr. Robert E. Long
Sing to the Lord, all the earth and praise His holy Name!
Share the good news that Jesus is born in Bethlehem!
There is joy for the world;
the Savior reigns!

Postlude                                                                                    arr. Bradley Knight
Glory to God in the Highest
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Sharing God’s Love and Bringing Hope to the World
The mission of St. Luke’s is to share God’s love and bring hope to the world. 
We accomplish that by sharing the message of Christ, growing in our faith, and 
serving the community. Listed below are new and exciting ways for your entire 
family to be involved. For information about growing in your faith every week, 
stop by the Welcome Center today, call 232-1371, or visit stlukesokc.org. 

Photo Booth
We’ll be walking in a winter wonderland at St. Luke’s! Stop by the Snow Globe photo 
booth and take your picture today. The Snow Globes are located in the Narthex and  in 
the Fellowship Hall. Remember to tag us in the photo with #JTTW (Joy To The World) 

Advent Devotionals
The staff has written devotionals for the Advent Season. You can pick up a copy of these 
devotional booklets in the Narthex today. If you would rather have a digital version: 
follow Facebook.com/stlukesokc or sign up for the Devotional Email at stlukesokc.org.

H A P P E N I N G  TO DAY

E X P E R I E N C E  C H R I ST M A S

The season of Advent is a special time in our family of faith. Throughout December, 
join your St. Luke’s family of faith as we prepare our hearts and minds for the 
birth of Christ. Every Sunday in Advent is fi lled with Christmas music, inspirational 
messages, and holiday joy! You will want to be here every Sunday - it’s the perfect 
way to experience Christmas. For details on all the events, you can check your 
Advent Insert, Announcement Insert, or online at stlukesokc.org/Christmas.

LifeLight Christmas Concert
The LifeLight band is amazing every week, but they’re delivering a special gift the 
week before Christmas!  During the normal LifeLight Worship Service on December 
15 at 9:40 a.m., they will perform a Christmas Concert!  Dr. Long will be preaching 
during this service as well. Come early for a great seat. 

A Gift of Song - A Christmas Opera
Poteet Theatre is proud to bring to the stage A Gift of Song presented by the 
Cimarron Opera. This Christmas opera premiered in 1961 with a story featuring 
Silent Night. There will be laughter and tears in this amazing presentation. Tickets 
are $20-$25 reserved seating. The opera runs December 13 and 14 at 7:30 p.m. and 
December 15 at 2 p.m. You can purchase tickets online at stlukesokc.org/tickets.

A Christmas Just For You!
St. Luke’s Edmond is pleased to offer an all-inclusive sensory friendly Christmas 
Worship Service designed for both children and adults called A Christmas Just For 
You!  Join us December 22 at 4 p.m. in the Edmond Campus Worship Center for this 
service that will encourage worshiping and celebrating the coming of Christmas in 
any way each person feels comfortable.  There will be a cookies and milk reception 
to follow, with a special guest (Santa)! Email Taylor at teasttom@stlukesokc.org by 
December 15 to make any special request.

Dinner With Love 
You can deliver a home-cooked meal to a struggling family, just in time for Christmas. 
“Dinner With Love” is a ministry that reaches out to hundreds of families in the community. 
It takes place Monday, December 23, in the Downtown Christian Life Center (CLC). Sign 
up today in the Gallery to deliver a meal or online at stlukesokc.org.



Youth Progressive Dinner
Celebrate the holidays with St. Luke’s Youth by traveling to different homes within our 
family of faith for dinner! The Youth Progressive Dinner is at the Downtown Campus 
today from 5 - 8 p.m.  Join us as we “progress” to several homes of church members 
and youth families for a delicious meal. All 6th - 12th grade youth are invited. Please 
contact  Amy Givens (agivens@stlukesokc.org) with any questions. 

Youth Service Day
The St. Luke’s Youth Ministry is committed to serving the community, so we’re excited 
to participate in December Youth Service Day! All 6th - 12th grade youth are invited 
to join us next Sunday, December 15, from 12:15 - 2:30 p.m. in the Youth Room. A 
free lunch will be provided. For details, email Amy Givens at agivens@stlukesokc.org.

Christmas Eve Services are a time to focus on the joy of Christmas! Each service 
will feature St. Luke’s musicians, a Christmas message and end with the lighting of 
candles to the carol Silent Night.

The Family Services are family friendly, with a special time for the children and a 
Christmas gift for every child.

The Traditional Services include the traditional Christmas carols and scriptures 
and conclude with Silent Night and candle lighting.  The 2:30 p.m. service at the 
Downtown Campus and the 11 p.m. service at the Edmond Campus will include 
Holy Communion.

In order to accommodate our guests, please consider attending one of the earlier 
services on Christmas Eve.  That way we can ensure there is enough room for our 
guests to experience Christmas!

Downtown Campus
2:30 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service *

4:30 p.m. - Family Service
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service

Edmond Campus 
2 p.m. - Family Service (Sermon by Rev. Josh Attaway)
4 p.m. - Family Service (Sermon by Rev. Josh Attaway)

6:30 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service
11 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service *

Online Campus - stlukesokc.org
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service from Downtown Campus 

Asbury Campus
4 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service *

* - Holy Communion will be served during these services

YO U T H  A N N O U N C E M E N T S



There’s treasure at St. Luke’s?  Where?  Find 
out at this year’s All Church Christmas Party!  Join 
your family of faith as we recap and celebrate all the 
accomplishments of 2019 with this year’s feature fi lm, 
National Treasure of St. Luke’s.  See Dr. Bob Long like 
you’ve never seen him before!  

Bring your family to the St. Luke’s Christmas Party 
at the Edmond Campus tonight or at the Downtown 
Campus on December 15. The Holiday Open House 
starts at 4 p.m. and a delicious dinner and program 
begins at 5 p.m. 

Both campuses will enjoy the same presentation 
with the Downtown Campus conducting the Annual 
Business Meeting before the presentation.  

Tickets are $10 for those attending the program. 
Children will enjoy their own Christmas Party starting 
at 5 p.m. with games and activities for $5. 

Tickets for all events can be purchased at Threefold. 

Advent Devotionals are 
available at the Welcome 

Center, online, and 
on Facebook.

Children’s Christmas Musicals 
Downtown - Today 
Edmond - Sunday, Dec. 15

National Treasure of St. Luke’s
St. Luke’s Christmas Party 

Edmond - Today
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 15
Holiday Open House at 4 p.m. 
Dinner and Movie at 5 p.m.

Repeat the Sounding Joy 
Christmas Concert 
Edmond - Wednesday, Dec. 11 

LifeLight Christmas Concert
Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 15

A Christmas Just for You 
Worship Service

Edmond - Sunday, Dec. 22

Angel of Hope Service
Worship Service

Downtown - Sunday, Dec. 22

Dinner with Love 
Downtown - Monday, Dec. 23

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Worship Services

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Downtown

2:30 p.m. - Traditional Service* 
4:30 p.m. - Family Service
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service

Edmond
2 p.m. - Family Service
4 p.m. - Family Service
6:30 p.m. - Traditional Service
11 p.m. - Traditional Service*

Asbury 
4 p.m - Traditional Service*

*Holy Communion during Service

ADVENT EVENTS



POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Name:

Given By:

Daytime Phone:

Number of Plants:               @ $20 each        Check for $           attached

   Downtown Campus          Edmond Campus

Orders must be turned in by December 15.
If you purchase a poinsettia, they will be used to decorate during Advent. 

You may take the poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Service. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Each year, the St. Luke’s family of faith joins together in a special, 
second-mile offering. 100% of the funds raised will be used to bless 
the lives of others through ministries and missions supported by St. 
Luke’s. Simply text “STL Give” to 73256 and follow the links to 
donate to the Christmas Offering. Donations can be made during 
service or by contacting the Finance Department. 

MISSION TREES
Share God’s love this Christmas season by picking up an ornament 
from the Mission Tree in the Gallery to see items you can purchase 
to help those in need. Studio 222 and Emerson South still have 
supplies that can be purchased to help with these ministries. Drop 
off donations in the Gallery. 

   In honor of              In memory of  

POINSETTIA SALE
There is a special way to honor and remember loved ones and special people in your life this 
Advent season. Donate a Christmas poinsettia for $20 each. These poinsettias are a part of 
our beautifully decorated facilities and displayed throughout the season to be enjoyed by 
many. Tear off the order form above and return by December 15.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL
Today at 3 p.m. in the Christian Life Center
Get ready for the most adorable musical of the Christmas season! 
You’re invited to the Children’s Christmas Musical - Jingle Bell 
Beach. A Christmas party will follow!  It will be a wonderful 
afternoon of fellowship and Christmas joy! 

ANGEL OF HOPE
December 22 - 5 p.m. in the Mansion Library
The Angel of Hope Worship Service is held in honor of families 
who have lost a loved one. You are invited to this special service 
to fi nd comfort and strength in sharing faith and hope together. 
There is a special time in the service when family members can 
place a fl ower at the base of the angel sculpture in memory of 
their loved ones. 


