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John 11:3-7 
So the sisters sent to him, saying, "Lord, he whom you love 
is ill." 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, "This illness is not 
unto death; it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified by means of it." 5 Now Jesus loved Martha 

and her sister and Laz'arus. 6 So when he heard that he 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go 

into Judea again." 



John 11:11-16 
Thus he spoke, and then he said to them, "Our friend 

Laz'arus has fallen asleep, but I go to awake him out of 
sleep." 12 The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen 
asleep, he will recover." 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his 

death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 
14 Then Jesus told them plainly, "Laz'arus is dead; 15 and 

for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 
may believe. But let us go to him." 16 Thomas, called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we 

may die with him."



John 11:18-27 
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them concerning their brother. 20 When Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 
Mary sat in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 

And even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise 

again." 24 Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I 
am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and whoever lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 27 She 
said to him, "Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the 

Son of God, he who is coming into the world." 



John 11:32-36 
Then Mary, when she came where Jesus was and saw him, 
fell at his feet, saying to him, "Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died." 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 

he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled; 34 and he 
said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, 
come and see." 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, "See 
how he loved him!" 37 But some of them said, "Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?" 



John 11:38-44 
Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb; it was 
a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 39 Jesus said, "Take away 
the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

"Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been 
dead four days." 40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that 

if you would believe you would see the glory of God?" 41 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes 

and said, "Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 I 
knew that thou hearest me always, but I have said this on 
account of the people standing by, that they may believe 
that thou didst send me." 43 When he had said this, he 

cried with a loud voice, "Laz'arus, come out." 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with bandages, 

and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
"Unbind him, and let him go." 



Jesus was deeply troubled  
at the tomb of Lazarus 

1. Grief with the sisters 

2. Anger over death
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“I AM” Statements

















Exodus 3:13-15 
Then Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel 
and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say 
to them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he 
said, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to 
you.'" 15 God also said to Moses, "Say this to the people of 

Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 

sent me to you': this is my name for ever, and thus I am to 
be remembered throughout all generations. 





I am 

I exist





John 4:19-27 
The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 
20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." 21 Jesus 

said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 

Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 

coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship 

him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 
in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to him, "I know that 

Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes, 
he will show us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to 

you am he." 27 Just then his disciples came. They marveled 
that he was talking with a woman, but none said, "What do you 

wish?" or, "Why are you talking with her?"  



John 4:26 
Jesus said to her, “I AM, the one who is speaking to you.”



Anibale Carracci, 1560-1609



John 6:16-21 
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 

17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to Caper'na-
um. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 
18 The sea rose because a strong wind was blowing. 19 
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw 
Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat. 

They were frightened, 20 but he said to them, "It is I; do not 
be afraid." 21 Then they were glad to take him into the boat, 

and immediately the boat was at the land to which they 
were going.  



John 6:20 
But He said to them, “I AM, do not be afraid.”



John 14:4-6 
And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may 
be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going." 5 

Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are 
going; how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father, but by me.



John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, "I AM the way, and the truth, and the life; 

no one comes to the Father, but by me.



I am ________ 

vs. 

I am.



Eastern vs. Western Thought

Eastern Western

Truth Truth exists Truth needs to be 
proven

Identity Community Individual

Focus Being Doing

Description Imagery Words



“To be is to do” 
Socrates

“The way to do is to be” 
Lao Tzu

“To be or not to be” 
Shakespeare

“do be do be do”

“Just do it” 
Nike



John 8:56-59 
Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; 

he saw it and was glad." 57 The Jews then said to him, "You 
are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?" 58 

Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I am." 59 So they took up stones to throw at 

him; but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple.



John 8:58 
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I AM.” 



John 6:32-36 
Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not 

Moses who gave you the bread from heaven; my Father 
gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of 
God is that which comes down from heaven, and gives life 
to the world." 34 They said to him, "Lord, give us this bread 
always." 35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he 

who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in 
me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have 

seen me and yet do not believe.  





“I am the bread of life” 

 1. Image of bread as nutrition  

 2. Image of bread as wisdom/God’s revelation 

 3. Image of the Eucharist 
-Eternal life 
-Spiritual nourishment for the present 



“I AM the bread of life”



Proverbs 9:1-6 
Wisdom has built her house, she has set up her seven 

pillars. 2 She has slaughtered her beasts, she has mixed 
her wine, she has also set her table. 3 She has sent out her 

maids to call from the highest places in the town, 4 
"Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!" To him who is 
without sense she says, 5 "Come, eat of my bread and 

drink of the wine I have mixed. 6 Leave simpleness, and 
live, and walk in the way of insight."  

“I AM the bread of life”



“I AM the bread of life”



John 18:3-6 
So Judas, procuring a band of soldiers and some officers 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with 

lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing 
all that was to befall him, came forward and said to them, 

"Whom do you seek?" 5 They answered him, "Jesus of 
Nazareth." Jesus said to them, "I am he." Judas, who 

betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When he said to 
them, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground.  



John 18:6 
When he said to them, "I AM,” they drew back  

and fell to the ground. 



John 8:10-12 
Jesus looked up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? 
Has no one condemned you?" 11 She said, "No one, Lord." 
And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not 
sin again." 12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the 

light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life." 



"I am the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life."



“I am the light of the world” 

1. Physical sight/healing 

2. Spiritual realm (good vs. evil) 

3. Given ministry on earth vs. end times 



“I AM the light of the world”



“I AM the light of the world”



John 9:4-5 
We must work the works of him who sent me, 
while it is day; night comes, when no one can 

work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world." 

“I AM the light of the world”



John 1:1-4, 14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God; 3 all things were made through him, and without 
him was not anything made that was made. 4 In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father. 


