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Synoptic
“Syn” = together 

“optic” = view 

Matthew, Mark, Luke  
have similar viewpoints/stories





Ezekiel 1:10-11 
As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a 
man in front; the four had the face of a lion on the right 

side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the 
four had the face of an eagle at the back. 11 Such were 

their faces. And their wings were spread out above; each 
creature had two wings, each of which touched the wing of 

another, while two covered their bodies. 



Revelation 4:6-8 
And round the throne, on each side of the throne, are four 
living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first 
living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an 
ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the 

fourth living creature like a flying eagle. 8 And the four 
living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of 
eyes all round and within, and day and night they never 
cease to sing, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 

who was and is and is to come!"  









A Comparison of the Gospels
Mark Matthew Luke John

Symbol Winged Lion Winged Man Winged Ox Winged Eagle
Author Most likely a Gentile 

Christian; traditionally 
thought to be John 

Mark from the book of 
Acts

Most likely a Jewish 
Christian, traditionally 

thought to be the 
disciple Matthew/Levi

Likely a Gentile who 
converted to Judaism 
before he believed in 
Christ; traditionally the 

companion of Paul

Traditionally thought to 
be the disciple John or 

-  someone else

Date of Writing ~68-73 ~78-85 ~85-90 ~90 or after

Letter’s Intended 
Audience

Gentile Christians Jewish Christians Gentile Christians Mixed community of 
Jews, Gentiles, and 

Samaritans

Purpose Jesus understands our 
suffering because He 

suffered.  We are 
united to Christ in the 

midst of our 
tribulations.

Christ came to reveal 
the full meaning of the 

Law and help us to 
know how to live as 
followers of God.

Jesus brought healing 
to the outcasts and 

forgotten; He can bring 
healing to us and our 

communities.

Jesus is the Christ.  He 
is the manifestation of 
God.  Christ came to 
bring salvation and 

redemption for all who 
believe.

Images of Christ Suffering Servant, Son 
of Man, Son of God, 

Messiah, Lord

Teacher and Prophet 
like Moses, Son of 
God, Son of Man, 

Messiah, Lord

Great Healer, sees 
outcast and forgotten, 
Son of God, Son of 
Man, Messiah, Lord

Word of God, 
Redeemer, Lamb of 

God, Son of God, Son 
of Man, Messiah, Lord

Historical Events Persecution of 
Christians by Nero; 

Destruction of Temple; 
Peter and Paul 

martyred

Synagogue worship, 
Roman authority

Persecution of 
Christians by Domitian; 

Divisions between 
Jews and Christians

Intensified persecution 
of Christians



Word Counts
Luke       19,482 

Acts          18,450 
Matthew    18,346 
John          15,635 
Mark          11,304 
Revelation   9,851 
Romans      7,111 

Jeremiah  33,002 
Genesis    32,046 
Psalms      30,147



John 

Lived under the three 
major persecutions 

(Nero, Domitian, 
Trajan)



John saw: 
Crucifixion of Jesus 

Resurrection of Jesus and the Ascension 
Martyrdom of the other disciples 

Jewish rebellion against the Romans leading to the 
destruction of the Temple 

Major persecution of Christians under Nero 
Major persecution of Jews under Domitian 

Major persecution of Christians under Trajan 
Was exiled to Patmos 

(Possibly endured boiling oil) 



First Sentences 
Matthew 1:1

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, 
the son of Abraham.  

Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

Luke 1:1-4
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of 
the things which have been accomplished among us, 2 just as 

they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, 3 it seemed 

good to me also, having followed all things closely for some 
time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
The-oph'ilus, 4 that you may know the truth concerning the 

things of which you have been informed. 
John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 



In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was a god.

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 



Christology 
(Study of Christ) 
View of Christ

Low Christology High Christology

Jesus is a godly man, 
prophet

Jesus is God



Christology 
(Study of Christ) 
View of Christ

Low Christology High Christology

Jesus is a godly man, 
prophet

Jesus is God

Matthew 1:1
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, 

the son of Abraham.



Christology 
(Study of Christ) 
View of Christ

Low Christology High Christology

Jesus is a godly man, 
prophet

Jesus is God

Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 



Christology 
(Study of Christ) 
View of Christ

Low Christology High Christology

Jesus is a godly man, 
prophet

Jesus is God

Luke 1:1-4
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which have been 

accomplished among us, 2 just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all 

things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent The-
oph'ilus, 4 that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you have been 

informed. 



Christology 
(Study of Christ) 
View of Christ

Low Christology High Christology

Jesus is a godly man, 
prophet

Jesus is God

John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 

beginning     Word     Word     God     Word     God



all things were made through him, and without him was not 
anything made that was made.

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.



“lifted up”





























“A voice calling in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord”




























